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DECISIONS AND STATEMENTS OF THE JURY
The Jury of the 24th International Festival of Children’s Theatres- BANJA LUKA 2025, consisting of ZeljkoHubac, dramaturg, BranislavaStefanovic, director, and Svetlana Andric, actress, evaluated the competition for awards among 12 performances from 12 countries, held from 5 to 11 October 2025.
Participants:
State Academic Puppet Theatre “Ekiyat”, Kazan, Tatarstan
Gobi Dance Company, Budapest, Hungary
Vlinders& C° Puppet Theatre, Beveren-Waas, Belgium
Imaginar do Gigante Theatre, Esmoriz, Portugal
Maria Andres Theatre, Aldaia, Spain
Little Theatre DuskoRadovic, Belgrade, Serbia
Puck Puppet Theatre, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Canicula Puppet Theatre, Strasbourg, France
Children’s Theatre, Subotica, Serbia
InstitutGodo Theatre, Ljubljana, Slovenia
State Puppet Theatre, Ruse, Bulgaria
Tittut Puppet Theatre, Stockholm, Sweden
At the final session held on 10 October 2025, the jury unanimously adopted the following decisions:

SPECIAL AWARDS
The Special Award goes to Rita Gobi for the performance “Hacukaland- A Dress-up Adventure” by Gobi Dance Company, Budapest, Hungary.
Rita Gobi is an actress of exceptional expressiveness, particularly physical. In this highly communicative performance, she managed, through her masterful acting, to transcend certain dramaturgical and didactic ambiguities.
The Special Award goes to Imelda Veres for the role of the mouse Greta in “I Want to Be Normal” by Children’s Theatre, Subotica, Serbia.
Imelda Veres is an actress of distinctive stage expression who, attentive to every line, makes full use of the stage in a coherently performed ensemble piece. Her acting instinct aligns perfectly with the demands of dramatic action, giving the scenes featuring Greta a cathartic charge.
The Special Award goes to MojcaSpik and TadejPisek for their partnership in “Down I go, Up You Jump” by InstitutGodo Theatre, Ljubljana, Slovenia.
Two devoted theatre enthusiasts, distinguished by their remarkable physical and emotional expressiveness, conveyed a poignant narrative about friendship to the audience. This theme holds significant relevance in today’s world of alienation, fostering genuine interaction between the stage and the spectators.
The Special Award goes to the performance “In the Land of Twilight” by Puppet Theatre “Tittut”, Stockholm, Sweden, for its artistically relevant social engagement.

ACTING AWARDS
The Acting Award goes to RadinelaToteva for her role in “Snow White” by the State Puppet Theatre, Ruse, Bulgaria.
RadinelaToteva’s undeniable acting abilities distinguish this young actress, whose strong stage presence has been shaped through a solid educational process. We hope she will continue to mature and evolve in the time ahead.

The Acting Award goes to Marko Vujevic for the role of Rudolf in “I Want to Be Normal” by Children’s Theatre, Subotica, Serbia.
Marko Vujevic convincingly and seamlessly portrays the character of Rudolf, guiding the audience through a wide emotional spectrum—from comic effect to melodramatic tenderness and back—employing a diverse range of acting techniques and other stage-related methods. In this outstanding performance, he also exhibits remarkable dedication to ensemble work, demonstrating a deep respect for the integrity of the whole—a vital theatrical skill.
The Acting Award goes to MladenVukovic for his roles in “A Fairy Tale of the Silent Prince and the Sad Princess” by Little Theatre DuskoRadovic, Belgrade, Serbia.
It is rare for an actor to reveal such a wide emotional range in perfect harmony with a clearly articulated directorial vision. Through sustained discipline, Vukovic elevates the dramatic action to a level of exceptional artistic quality.
The Acting Award goes to DorottyaBalogh for the role of the Ant Queen in “Fun Fact” by Puck Puppet Theatre, Cluj-Napoca, Romania.
DorotyaBalogh demonstrates exceptional skill in merging her outstanding acting skills with the art of puppet animation. Dorotya has found a distinctive balance in her stage expression through a directorial approach that requires actors to master puppeteering techniques and enhance them with the full spectrum of dramatic performance. She effectively communicates emotion, transferring feelings from the actor's face to the puppet and, intriguingly, the reverse as well.
The Acting Award goes to Maria Andres for her roles in “Fragile” by Maria Andres Theatre, Aldaia, Spain.
Simplicity in stage expression and the ability to convey an artistic viewpoint through subtle means are key qualities of the complex acting persona of MáriaAndrás. She belongs to a category of actors who, despite having a wide range of expressive tools, consistently strive to present these on stage with restraint, understatement, and unwavering authenticity.
The “DraganBanjac” Award for Comic Performance goes to IlsurMinkeyev for the role of the Duck in “The Grey-Necked Duck” by the State Academic Puppet Theatre Ekiyat, Kazan, Tatarstan.


AWARD FOR MUSIC
The Award for Music goes to SafouriSafavi for “In the Land of Twilight” by Puppet Theatre “Tittut”, Stockholm, Sweden.


AWARD FOR SCENOGRAPHY
The Award for Best Scenography goes to LyubenGenov, TanjaPasheva, and GeorgiPashev for “Snow White” by the State Puppet Theatre, Ruse, Bulgaria.


AWARD FORBEST DIRECTION
The Award for Best Direction goes to AleksandarNikolic for “A Fairy Tale of the Quit Prince and the Sad Princess” by Little Theatre DuskoRadovic, Belgrade, Serbia.


GRAND PRIX – BEST PERFORMANCE OVERALL
The Grand Prix for Best Performance Overall goes to “I Want to Be Normal” by Children’s Theatre, Subotica, Serbia.
This captivating performance is distinguished by the harmonious and cohesive collaboration of the entire ensemble, elevated by direction that is both inspired and inventive, and executed with great care. Particular attention was given to the symbolic quality of the stage space, with lighting design playing a pivotal role, while the sound design enriched the production’s consistently vibrant atmosphere.The dramaturgically refined text—complex in both semantic and conceptual terms—was brought vividly to life by the actors through a precisely calibrated tempo.

_________________________
ŽeljkoHubac, President
_________________________
BranislavaStefanovic, Member
_________________________
Svetlana Andric, Member
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